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on with the long-haired boys or the skinflint boys?" Then he took time out to dictate a memorandum to Reuben Lazarus, his aide in Albany: "Keep your eye on all bills affecting multiple tenancy." Then to Wilson : "Call your file Special War File, Pending Availability, Impending Material." Zoning orders. "God damn it, I don't want to hear about it." But he listened. He began to be restless, tapping his knuckles on the desk. Wilson: "Here's a little headache." LaGuardia: "Okay, you stick your neck out." Glasses up on hair. Wilson: "I have my budget. I hope you won't trim it." LaGuardia: "I won't trim it much." Wilson: "I'm still coming back for more money on demolition, but the budget is smaller than last year," LaGuardia: "I'll give you every break I can." Wilson: "You bawled me out over this last time, but listen, the man is over seventy; forty-two years in the service, an absolutely clean record. Here's his card." The mayor looked at the photograph attached. "When this picture taken?" Wilson shrugged. "Okay," the mayor sighed. "If you want him another year, keep him on."
2138. A lull, arranged for my benefit.
JG: 'Whom do you hate most?"
LaG (grunting): "Hitler."
"What do you like most?"
LaG: "Music."
"What do you believe in most ?"
LaG (smiling) : "Children."
2144. John McKenzie, commissioner of marine and aviation. Everything from the latest plans for Idlewild, which will be the biggest airport in the world, to an alleged injustice to a blacksmith. "Let's smoke 'em out." "Put a burr under that guy's tail." "Iron it between them if they're competitors."
3103. Miss Cohen brought in a letter. "Well, for God's sake! It's from Eleanor!" He spoke warmly and admiringly of Mrs. Roosevelt. Then fished in his desk, pulled out the small green Official Directory of New York City, and carefully checked a detail.
3:03^. Inquiry from WPB, Washington, on statement about restricted lighting.
3:04. (By this time all appointments were about half an hour late). William W. Mills, president of tax commission. Made his report. LaGuardia (swiftly) : "Congratulations!"
3 :o6. He rose abruptly, and retired for about a minute to wash his hands,
3107. Brundage again. What's to be given to the newspapers on meat crisis? Quick dictation of a memo.
3:10. Arthur Popper and Adrian Burke, representing Youth House. What to do with tough kids, thirteen or so. Very volatile; you can't reason with them as you can with delinquents a few years older. Report